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. Introduction

Globally, biodiversity is declining at a quite high rate. Species such as Vaquitas,
Orangutans, armur leopards, and many others are going extinct due to habitat loss,
declining prey/plants ecosystem fragmentation, or human-induced environmental
change. This rapid loss of species not only threatens the ecosystem but also
jeopardizes human livelihoods and our ability to adapt to environmental or climate
change.

In the Amazon rainforest, the Yanomami people have been safeguarding their land
for centuries. Maintaining the balance between human activity and the surrounding
biodiversity. Yet in recent decades, illegal mining, deforestation, and industrial
expansion have intruded their land. Threatening both their way of life and one of the
planet’s most biodiverse regions'. These pressures show that without the active
involvement and protection of indigenous communities and the urgent need to
involve and cooperate with the indigenous peoples in the conservation of biodiversity
across ecosystems.

Biodiversity supports life on Earth, through ecosystem services, food security, and
climate resilience. Indigenous peoples, who manage around 25% of the world’s
terrestrial surface, play a critical role in preserving biodiversity?. Their traditional
knowledge, which was accumulated over generations, including rotational
agriculture, controlled burns, and seasonal harvesting help maintain ecosystem
balance and protect vulnerable species®. Also, approximately 40% of the world’s key
biodiversity areas overlap with indigenous territories, making them central to global
conservation efforts*. The UN recognises indigenous people as key stewards of
environment through agreements like the Convention on Biological Diversity (CDB)
and UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP)°. Supporting and
protecting indigenous communities is thus both an environmental necessity and a
human rights responsibility.

2 World Recourses Insitute
https://www.wri.org/insights/indigenous-and-local-community-land-rights-protect-biodiversity

3 Annual Reviews
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-environ-012220-012127
4 Ibid

5 Convention of Biological Diversity

https://www.cbd.int/gbf
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https://www.wri.org/insights/indigenous-and-local-community-land-rights-protect-biodiversity?utm
https://www.unep-wcmc.org/en/news/championing-indigenous-peoples-stewardship-of-biodiversity

. Key Terms

A. Indigenous Peoples
Indigenous peoples are communities with historical ties to specific territories, with
unique cultural identities, governance structures, and knowledge systems.
Indigenous Peoples are important partners in biodiversity conservation because their
traditional ecological knowledge, sustainable land-management practices, and
stewardship of biodiversity-rich territories directly support ecosystem protection and
climate resilience. Involving them aligns with international legal frameworks such as
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)®

B. Biodiversity
Biodiversity refers to the variety and variability of all living organisms from terrestrial,
marine, and other aquatic ecosystems, including diversity within species, between
species, and of ecosystems. Biodiversity is essential for healthy and resilient
ecosystems, providing critical services such as food, clean water, climate regulation,
and habitat for countless species. Protecting biodiversity requires inclusive
conservation strategies, including the involvement of Indigenous Peoples, whose
traditional ecological knowledge and stewardship practices help maintain species
richness and ecosystem balance, in line with international frameworks such as the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). &

C. Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)
Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) refers to the collective body of knowledge,
practices, and beliefs developed by Indigenous and local communities over
generations through direct interaction with their environment. It focuses on the
relationships between living organisms and ecosystems. TEK is highly relevant to
biodiversity conservation, as it provides deep, place-based insights and sustainable
resource management practices that help maintain species diversity and ecosystem
balance. Integrating TEK into conservation strategies enhances their effectiveness in
protecting and improving biodiversity™.

6 Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention
https://normlex.ilo.org/dyn/nrmix_en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100 ILO CODE:C169
" UN Sustainable Goals Development Goals (SDGs) Offical Website
https://sdgs.un.ora/?menu=1300

8 Convention on Biological Diversity

https://www.cbd.int/convention/articles?a=cbd-02

® Eurostat-Glossar Biodiversity
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Biodiversity

1 Convention of Biological Diversity

https://www.cbd.int/gbf
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D. Ecosystem
An ecosystem is an adaptive system comprising plant, animal, and microorganism
communities, along with their non-living environment, interacting as a functional unit
through energy flows and nutrient cycling. Ecosystems are central to biodiversity
conservation, as they encompass the interactions among species and between
organisms and their environment".

E. Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs)
Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) are sites that contribute significantly to the global
persistence of biodiversity in terrestrial, freshwater, and marine ecosystems. These
KBAs are identified using standardized scientific criteria, as they contain important
species, ecosystems, or ecological processes essential for biodiversity conservation.
KBAs are crucial in order to pinpoint the most important ecosystems and species’
habitats in need of protection. These areas are also often located near Indigenous
communities due to their biological importance.

F. Land Tenure
Land tenure refers to the system of rights and arrangements by which land is owned,
used, managed, and controlled. This includes the legal, customary, or informal rules
that determine access, use, and responsibilities over land and natural resources.
This also defines which land Indigenous peoples have legal or customary control
over™,

G. Sustainable Development
Sustainable development refers to development that satisfies the needs of the
present without affecting the ability of future generations to meet their own needs,
including food security and environmental protection. Conserving ecosystems and
preserving biodiversity supports long-term environmental health, which in turn
sustains community livelihoods, cultural practices, and economic opportunities™.

" Convention of Biological Diversity

https://www.cbd.int/gbf

12 The KBA Programme

'3 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
https://www.fao.org/home/en/

4 UN SDG goals

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
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lll. General Overview

A. The Role of Indigenous People in Biodiversity Conservation
Indigenous peoples have been central to biodiversity conservation for generations,
well before modern environmental policies existed. Their connection to nature is
based on cultural, spiritual, and economic practices that prioritize balance and
sustainability. Traditionally, they managed natural resources through methods like
rotational farming, seasonal harvesting, and controlled burning, which helped
maintain ecosystem stability and prevent depletion'"®,
Over time, the global community has increasingly recognized the value of Indigenous
stewardship. International frameworks such as the Convention on Biological
Diversity highlight the importance of incorporating Traditional Ecological Knowledge
(TEK) into conservation efforts. Today, Indigenous peoples are regarded not just as
local participants but as essential contributors to global environmental governance®.

B. Ecological Importance of Indigenous Lands
Indigenous lands are ecologically significant, as they support a large proportion of
the world’s remaining intact ecosystems and biodiversity, including many
endangered and endemic species. These areas often function as large, continuous
landscapes, which are crucial for maintaining ecosystem connectivity, enabling
species migration, genetic diversity, and adaptation to environmental changes’®.
In addition, Indigenous lands play a major role in regulating global climate systems.
These areas include extensive forests, peatlands, and wetlands that act as long-term
carbon sinks, storing large amounts of carbon and helping to reduce greenhouse gas
concentrations. They also support essential ecosystem services such as water
filtration, soil fertility, and pollination, which are critical for both environmental stability
and human survival. Research from the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services and the World Resources Institute shows
that biodiversity loss tends to occur more slowly on Indigenous-managed lands,
highlighting their importance for long-term ecosystem resilience and global
conservation efforts™.

' TEK and its role in biodiversity conservation
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/environmental-science/articles/10.3389/fenvs.2023.1164900/full
16 Indigenous peoples: informed custodians of biodiversity

https://www.un .org/en/articles/indigenous- les-inform

"7 | ocal, indigenous, and scientific knowledge
https://www.unesco.org/en/biodiversity/knowledge
18 Protecting Biodiversity Hinges on Securing Indigenous and Community Land Rights
https://www.wri.org/insights/indigenous-and-local-community-land-rights-protect-biodiversity

' Chapter 2 of An Evaluation of World Bank Group Support for Biodiversity, Fiscal Years 2010-2024
https://ieqg.worldbankgroup.org/evaluations/biodiversity-livable-planet-evaluation-wbg-support-biodiversity/chapter-2-biodiversity
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https://www.unesco.org/en/biodiversity/knowledge
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/indigenous-peoples-informed-custodians-biodiversity
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/environmental-science/articles/10.3389/fenvs.2023.1164900/full

C. Challenges to Indigenous Involvement
Indigenous Peoples face significant challenges that limit their role in biodiversity
conservation. Lack of secure land tenure makes communities vulnerable to
displacement and environmental exploitation. For example, Indigenous territories in
the Amazon are threatened by illegal logging and gold mining, while in Central
Africa, commercial agriculture encroaches on lands, reducing biodiversity and
weakening ecosystems. Without legal recognition, Indigenous Peoples cannot fully
protect the ecosystems they have managed sustainably for generations®.
Political exclusion and economic pressures further restrict Indigenous involvement.
Inuit communities in the Arctic are often underrepresented in decisions about
resource extraction and wildlife management, and development projects globally
often prioritize short-term gains over long-term stewardship. These pressures,
combined with the erosion of Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK), put at risk
sustainable practices such as rotational farming, seasonal harvesting, and controlled
burning, which have historically maintained biodiversity and ecosystem health?'.

2 Rates of tree cover loss in key biodiversity areas on Indigenous Peoples’ lands
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cobi.14195

2" The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/04/Conservation-backgrounder-FIN
AL.pdf
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IV. Major Parties

A. Brazil
Since 2023, Brazil has held a historic relationship between its government
and Indigenous Peoples, especially in the environmental and climate change
fields?2. This is particularly important, as Brazil is widely considered as vital for
our planet, due to its large swatch of Amazon Rainforest, and roughly 13% of
Brazil’s total land mass is seated within Indigenous territory. Because of these
factors, an initiative called Biodiversity Conservation in Indigenous Lands,
which aimed to support land management efforts by Indigenous Peoples in
Brazil, was one of the first projects to receive funding from the Global
Biodiversity Framework Fund®. This marked a significant international
understanding of how Indigenous People can be beneficial in conserving
biodiversity, especially when given the support to do so.

B. Canada
The Canadian government and the First Nations have a complicated, and
recent, colonial history. However, this has not stopped the nation from using
Indigenous knowledge as part of its environmental conservation strategy, and
as a method to improve the relationship between the government and the
First Nations moving forward®*. The federal government has even put out
statements recognizing the role Indigenous Peoples play in environmental
stewardship, including biodiversity, offering millions of CAD in funding to
support this stewardship, along with the in-general promotion of First Nation
stewardship®. The results of these actions speak for themselves: 12.7% of
Canada’s lands and 9.1% of its oceans, with greater goals set for the future,
which significantly contribute to biodiversity conservation®.

C. Australia
In Australia, when Aboriginal Peoples were removed from their lands, there
was a serious decline in native wildlife populations due to the introduction of
non-native creatures such as cats, foxes, and camels. Along with this, the
incoming people did not continue or keep up with the Aboriginal’s fire regimes,
which included igniting controlled fires to remove underbrush and provide

22 Martha Fellows and Sineia Do Vale, "Indigenous Peoples Fighting Climate Change in Brazil: The Gap Between the National
Adaptation Plan and Autonomous Strategies," Debates Indigenas, International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, last
modified November 1, 2024, accessed March 20, 2026,
https://debatesindigenas.org/en/2024/11/01/indigenous-peoples-fighting-climate-change-in-brazil-the-qgap-between-the-national-
adaptation-plan-and-autonomous-strategies/.

23 "GBFF in Focus: Brazil - Biodiversity Conservation in Indigenous Lands," Global Environment Facility, last modified
September 17, 2024, accessed March 20, 2026,
https://www.thegef.org/newsroom/feature-stories/gbff-focus-brazil-biodiversity-conservation-indigenous-lands.

24 Kira Walker, "How Indigenous Conservation Protects Canada's EnV|ronment BBC last mOdIerd August 9, 2023, accessed
March 20, 2026, hitps: - -

2 "Partnership with Indigenous Peoples, Provmcral and Territorial Governments Is the Key to Progress and Protectlon of
Nature Government of Canada Iast modrfred December 5, 2022, accessed March 21 2026

orial- qovernments is- the key-to-progress- and protectlon of nature.html.
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https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2022/12/partnership-with-indigenous-peoples-provincial-and-territorial-governments-is-the-key-to-progress-and-protection-of-nature.htm
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20230809-how-indigenous-guardians-are-protecting-canadas-environment
https://www.thegef.org/newsroom/feature-stories/gbff-focus-brazil-biodiversity-conservation-indigenous-lands
https://debatesindigenas.org/en/2024/11/01/indigenous-peoples-fighting-climate-change-in-brazil-the-gap-between-the-national-adaptation-plan-and-autonomous-strategies/
https://debatesindigenas.org/en/2024/11/01/indigenous-peoples-fighting-climate-change-in-brazil-the-gap-between-the-national-adaptation-plan-and-autonomous-strategies/

more area for game. This caused a severe harm to Australia's biodiversity,
which is now resulting in what is referred to as a “revolution”, as the Aboriginal
Peoples return to their original lands, and restart their traditional practices?®.
Part of these practices include a unique method of hunting, which is actually
being shown to increase the populations of heavily hunted species, through
clearing patches of land to improve hunting conditions, which also leads to
new growth that benefits the ecosystem as a whole?’.

D. Indonesia
Records indicate that in Indonesia there are 22.5 million hectares of
Indigenous territories with a high conservation potential, however, instead of
being given rights to steward those lands, Native communities in protected
areas are at high risk of being pushed out of them?®. This is despite leading
findings that state how Indonesia’s Indigenous population serve as effective
environmental stewards, especially in regards to biodiversity and carbon
storage?®®, showing how, without authority’s backing, vulnerable communities
such as Native groups can be excluded from environmental conversations
surrounding their own lands. However, progress by the Indigenous Peoples
and their allies is still made to gain legal recognition of their land and the role
they hold in preserving it.

E. Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities (IPCLs)
Overall, Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities (IPCLs) have long stood
as effective and successful champions of biodiversity worldwide. Native
People account for just over six per cent of the global population, yet they are
the stewards of over a third of the world’s most important areas for
biodiversity, with research finding that 42% of the land IPCLs manage remains
in good ecological condition®®. These statistics effectively showcase the
vitalness of IPCLs in conserving biodiversity across a multitude of varying
ecosystems.

% "Working with Indigenous Australians for Conservation," The Nature Conservancy Australia, Nature Conservancy, accessed
March 21, 2026,
https://www.natureaustralia.org.au/what-we-do/our-priorities/climate-change/climate-change-stories/working-with-indigenous-au
stralians-for-conservation/.

27 Rob Jordan, "Aboriginal Hunting Practice Increases Animal Populations," Stanford Wood Institute for the Environment,
Stanford University, last modified October 23, 2013, accessed March 21, 2026,
https://woods.stanford.edu/news/aboriginal-hunting-practice-increases-animal-populations#:~:text=According %20t0%20a%20st
udy%20published%20in%20*Proceedings.a%20mosaic%200f%20regrowth%20that%20enhances%20habitat**.

2 Hans Nicholas Jong, "Indonesia's Indigenous Communities Sidelined from Conservation," Mongabay, Conservation News,
last modified December 20, 2024, accessed March 21, 2026,
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/12/indonesias-indigenous-communities-sidelined-from-conservation/.

2 "Indonesia's Indigenous People Secure Forest and Land Rights," World Resources Institute, last modified June 5, 2023,
accessed March 21, 2026, https://www.wri.org/outcomes/indonesias-indigenous-people-secure-forest-and-land-rights.

30 "Championing Indigenous Peoples' Stewardship of Biodiversity," The UN Environment Programme World Conservation
Monitoring Centre, UN Environment Programme, last modified August 2023, accessed March 21, 2026,
https://www.unep-wcmc.org/en/news/championing-indigenous-peoples-stewardship-of-biodiversity.
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F. Private Sector
The Private Sector influences Indigenous Peoples role in conserving
biodiversity in differing ways. For the most part, Private Sector industries can
upend Indigenous People from their homes and land, in order to create areas
for unsustainable industry growth, which drastically reduces the amount of
biodiversity in those areas and removes Indigenous Communities' voices for
future decisions about that land, often violating Indigenous rights in the
process®'. In a few outlier cases, the Private Sector works to help Indigenous
People conserve various environmental factors, including biodiversity, such as
using the traditional knowledge Indigenous People bring with them and mixing
it with modern technology, and by advertising for Indigenous Peoples’ voices
throughout the process®.

31 "UN/DESA Policy Brief #101: Challenges and Opportunities for Indigenous Peoples' Sustainability," United Nations
Department of Economic and Soual Affairs, Unlted Natlons accessed March 21, 2026

32 |sabel Berdeja, "How Can Sustainability Teams Co-Create Shared Value with Indigenous Peoples’? " IDB Invest,
Inter- Amencan Investment, last modmed August 9, 2023, accessed March 21, 2026,

ext= In%20Lat|n%20Amenca%20and%20the grlorltles%ZOof%ZOthelr%20|ndlgenous"/oZOcIlent
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V. Timeline of Key Events

Date Event and Description

1992 Adoption of the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD)

Recognized Traditional Ecological Knowledge
(TEK) and encouraged Indigenous participation
in biodiversity policies.

2000 Formation of the United Nations
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
(UNPFII)

Provided a UN platform for Indigenous voices
and their role in conservation®.

2007 UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)

Established a rights-based framework
supporting Indigenous land tenure and
conservation participation®.

2010s Recognition of Indigenous Lands in
Global Biodiversity Hotspots

Highlighted that Indigenous-managed lands
cover large portions of intact ecosystems and
biodiversity hotspots®®.

2015 Adoption of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

Linked biodiversity conservation with Indigenous
stewardship, especially through Goal 15 (Life on
Land)*".

2019 Inclusion in IPBES assessments

Formally incorporated Indigenous knowledge

33 Traditional Knowledge, Innovations, and Practices

3 United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/unpfii

36 Protecting Biodiversity Hinges on Securing Indigenous and Community Land Rights

https://www.wri.org/insights/indigenous-and-local-community-land-rights-protect-biodiversity
37 United Nations SDG Goal 15

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal15
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https://www.wri.org/insights/indigenous-and-local-community-land-rights-protect-biodiversity
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/unpfii
https://www.cbd.int/traditional/default.shtml

into global biodiversity assessments®,

2022

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework adopted

Emphasized Indigenous participation,
benefit-sharing, and protection of Key
Biodiversity Areas®.

%8 Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

https://www.ipbes.net/global-assessment

% Global Diversity Framework

hitps://www.cbd.int/gbf
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VL. Possible and Previous Solutions

A. Legislations
Previous Solutions:
Several countries have enacted national legislation aimed at conserving biodiversity
and involving Indigenous peoples. For example, Bolivia’'s Law of Mother Earth
(2010)* recognizes the rights of nature while promoting Indigenous stewardship, and
Canada’s Indigenous Guardians Programme provides legal support for
Indigenous-led conservation initiatives*'. These efforts have succeeded in giving
communities a formal role in resource management but often face challenges such
as insufficient funding, limited enforcement, and overlapping jurisdiction with state
agencies.

Possible Solutions:

A potential solution is to develop legislation that strengthens co-management
systems, giving Indigenous communities legal authority to manage protected areas.
National policies could also require consultation with Indigenous groups on
environmental projects, improving accountability and enhancing ecological
outcomes.

B. International Frameworks
Previous Solutions:
The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD, 1992)*, United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP 2007)*, and the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework (2022)* explicitly acknowledge Indigenous
participation in biodiversity conservation NGOs like WWF and IUCN have partnered
with Indigenous communities to implement conservation projects at the regional
level. While these frameworks provide recognition and guidance, implementation
varies by country, and enforcement mechanisms are often weak.

Possible Solutions:

A possible approach is to strengthen the integration of Indigenous participation into
international treaties, such as requiring member states to report on Indigenous
involvement in conservation. Support from international organizations, including

40 Bolivia Law of Mother Earth
https://revista.drclas.harvard.edu/bolivias-mother-earth-laws-is-the-ecocentric-legislation-misleading/
41 Canadas Indrgenous Guardian Programme

42 Conventlon on the Brologrcal Diversity

https://www.cbd.int/convention
4% United Nation Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
https://chr-observatories.uwazi.io/en/entity/cqf2kyyvc38/metadata?page=5&file=15695905476392hxbs497h4q.pdf&gad source=1&gad campaiq

nid=20825787022&gbraid=0AAAAA05JJmHUs71bCeDwYuHaMwy3yzaWr&gclid=CiwKCAjwg nNBhAGEiwAiYPYA7TBcwQZ09yE9CpzjEh91loc

2c1_oajYMRfRXchLaESQN4I39b5LRoC6LUQAVD BwE
a4 CBD -Kunming-Montreal GIobaI Brodrversrty Framework
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https://chr-observatories.uwazi.io/en/entity/cqf2kyyvc38/metadata?page=5&file=15695905476392hxbs497h4q.pdf&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20825787022&gbraid=0AAAAAo5JJmHUs71bCeDwYuHaMwy3yzaWr&gclid=CjwKCAjwg_nNBhAGEiwAiYPYA7TBcwQZ09yE9CpzjEh91loc_2c1_oajYMRfRXchLgE5QN4I39b5LRoC6LUQAvD_BwE
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funding and technical assistance, could be linked to measurable outcomes in
biodiversity protection.

C. Integration of Traditional Knowledge
Previous Solutions:
Some conservation programs, such as community-based forest management in
Brazil and Canada, have successfully integrated Traditional Ecological Knowledge
(TEK) to improve fire management, species monitoring, and habitat restoration.
However, TEK is often underutilized due to lack of recognition or mistrust between
Indigenous and governmental authorities*.

Possible Solutions:

Efforts could focus on establishing formal avenues for incorporating Traditional
Ecological Knowledge (TEK) into national conservation policies, ensuring Indigenous
insights inform biodiversity management. Collaborative approaches such as
workshops, joint research programs, and TEK advisory boards can foster
cooperation while safeguarding the intellectual property and cultural rights of
Indigenous communities.

D. Legal Recognition of Land Rights
Previous Solutions:
Securing land tenure has been an ongoing challenge. Countries like Australia,
Canada, and New Zealand have implemented programs granting Indigenous
communities legal ownership or co-management of traditional lands. These
programs have improved forest conservation and reduced resource exploitation but
are often limited by bureaucratic delays and conflicting claims*®.

Possible Solutions:

Conservation strategies could emphasize legally affirming Indigenous territories as
key components of environmental protection. Measures could include precise
boundary mapping, protection from outside pressures, and formal recognition of
Indigenous governance systems. Strengthening these land rights would support the
preservation of cultural traditions while safeguarding biodiversity.
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VII. Conclusion

The conservation of biodiversity is intrinsically linked to the stewardship of
Indigenous peoples, who manage approximately 25% of the world’s terrestrial
lands* and play a critical role in maintaining ecosystems and species diversity. This
report has highlighted the historical and ongoing contributions of Indigenous
communities, demonstrating how Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) provides
sustainable management strategies that complement modern science. From the
Amazon to Southeast Asia, Indigenous territories overlap with many Key Biodiversity
Areas (KBAs), underscoring their global ecological significance*.

Despite these contributions, Indigenous peoples face challenges that limit their
participation, including insecure land tenure, political marginalization, and
underrepresentation in national and international conservation programs. Past
efforts, such as the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)*°, UNDRIP®, the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework®!, and national legal initiatives,
show that progress is possible when legal recognition, policy frameworks, and
community engagement are aligned. However, inconsistent implementation and
resource limitations have sometimes hindered success, emphasizing the need for
more robust, inclusive strategies.

Future solutions should prioritize legal recognition of Indigenous lands, formal
integration of TEK into conservation strategies, and dedicated funding and technical
support for Indigenous-led projects. By ensuring Indigenous voices are central to
policy-making, delegates can foster conservation efforts that are socially equitable,
culturally respectful, and ecologically effective.

A world where Indigenous peoples are empowered as custodians of their territories
would see thriving biodiversity, resilient ecosystems, and sustainable development
benefiting all. Biodiversity is our life insurance policy; protecting it safeguards our
future. Embracing Indigenous stewardship is not only a moral imperative, it is
essential for the survival of life on Earth.
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VIII. Questions to Consider

e How can national governments ensure Indigenous peoples are formally
included in biodiversity conservation decision-making?

e \What mechanisms can strengthen enforcement of international frameworks
like the CBD and UNDRIP in protecting Indigenous-managed lands?

e How can Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) be integrated with modern
scientific methods to improve ecosystem management?

e \Which strategies are most effective for protecting biodiversity in Indigenous
territories that overlap with Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs)?

e How can conservation programs balance ecological protection with
sustainable development needs for local communities?

e What legal mechanisms can secure land tenure and resource rights for
Indigenous peoples to safeguard biodiversity?

e How can conflicts over land use between Indigenous communities,
governments, and corporations be resolved effectively?

e How can Indigenous communities maintain and transmit Traditional Ecological
Knowledge to younger generations?

e \What role can education, awareness campaigns, or partnerships with NGOs
play in strengthening Indigenous participation in conservation efforts?

e How can international organizations and treaties support equitable
benefit-sharing while ensuring Indigenous-led conservation initiatives are
effective and sustainable?
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